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In accordance with the experience of the highly-gifted 
apoBtle Paul, Thave fell on the present occnsion, as well ns 
at many other times in my life, that in all things I am in- 
structed. Whilst I have been sitting, a short sentence 
has been brought to my remembrani;e that I penned in 
very early life, I might say in infancy. It was merely a 
copy that was given me to write from. I wrote it over 
and over, for there wan something in it that made u moit 
powerful impression on me ; it felt to me that the senti- 
ments therein contained comprised very much. It waB 
simply this: ''Let every man sweep before his owtt- 
door." I looked it over, I reflected upon it, T said surely 
it is a most c:ice11ent lesnon, not merely to copy in a book, 
but to put in practice. I do not know that nl that early 
period of my life, any outward evidence ever made a more 
forcible impression upon my mind; and as my faculties 
became more fully developed, I was frequently led to apply 
it to myself and those with whom I was associated. Oh ! 
if every man would sweep before his own door. 

At that time, though it seemed very instructive, I did not 
view it exactly ss I do now. Then I looked at it more in 
the outward ; but as I advanced, I found it had another 
application, not only external, but internal and spiritual. 
As I looked over communities and societies, I discovered 
a disposition in the human mind to omit Ibisgrcatand 
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neighbors ; a diBpoailior 
world, before we have n 
hands bythe great Ault 
the part allatted to us i 
errors. 

My conviction is atroi 
that OUT great Creator, i 
not only endov 
all that he inte 



the doors of their 
3 correct the errors we see in the 
de use of the means put into our 
■ of our existence for performii^ 
endearortag to correct our own 



ong — I want no evidence more sure, 
in bringing us into existence, hu 
with powers of mind sufficient (or 
s to do in the outward, hut that be 
has, without a single reservation, placed that in the human 
breast, which is an unerring witness for himself; for there 
is a spirit within man, and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth that spirit understanding. In this respect we are 
all on equal ground, I cannot believe — for it would be 
inconsistent with his justice, with his goodness and mercy, 
and with every one of his divine attributes—that he has 
designed that one man or woman should do the work of 
another, but that he himself enlightens the understanding 
of every being whom he has created and endowed with 
noble and exalted powers of rnind. Yell am confirmed in the 
belief that instrumental means are ofltimes made use of, be- 
cause it is his will that it should be thus. But when we see 
that which we suppose is not right among others, instead 
of looking into our own hearts, enamining there to know 
whether we stand upon a firm foundation, whether we feel 
that we are doing the will of him who sent us, and accom- 
plishing the work he has given us to do ; instead of turning 
to this light, which makes all things mnnifest and points out 
to us in the secret recesses of the heart every thing that is 
like selfishness, we are too often disposed to look at the 
mduct of others, saying, what shall these do! Oh ! how 



beautiful is the sentiment, lliat every man and woman BhoilJ||| 
sweep before their own door, and make all things cle^ 
and pure and sweet in iheir own liabilntions. Not dqI] 
the female purt of society, but those of the opposite 
know the delights of home when all is in proper oi 
When home is made so desirable by peace and quieti 
by love and gentleness, 1 believe you must acknowledgi 
with me, that we have heaven upon earth. I have oftel 
witnessed this to be the rase both in the inward and th# 
outward ; fur I fully believe that outward order is ai 
cessary as inward order. When all ibis is rightly attained-^ 
not in confusion, not in clamor, not by coercive measurt 
it is most glorious to behold. Though I love to mingl 
with my friends on such occasions as these, even if our i 
bers were so great that we should liave lo sit down oi 



id tens, with nothi 
never do I feel 



ings to be so 1 

!, where a 



green grasB by hundreds, and fiftief 
but the broad arch of heaven for our 
my soul more wrought upon by the po' 
never do I feel a more heaven-like sti 
home, in my own family. 

Since we all acknowledge these th 
and desirable, can we not see that in spiritual 
is clean, where the mind is brought home to th' 
God within our own breasts, and we come to know our 
hearts to be purified, it is far more lovely 1 In this state^, 
who is he that preaidesi Who is the Governorl Thero, 
is no other that governs in the house of that heart than the 
great King of kings and Lord of lords. When we can 
enter our hearts and fmd that all which has hindered out 
advancement in the highway of holiness, all that has sepa-. 
rated us from His holy presence is removed, a peacefoll 
state is known, in which the soul being redeemed froi 
earth can say it is anxious for nothing. So entire 




Nignation to ihe will of Heaven is Tett by one wlio lias 
■fttrived at this condition, that lie is able to say, " Lord, 
thy servant is ready to goal thy bidding; iftliou hast suork 
for me to do, however hard to the natural part ii 
thy presence only go with me it is enongh ; bni if ihy spirit 
go not with me, carry me not np hence." Here is a resting 
place, either to perform what ia right for uh to perform, or 
to wait the Lord's time for further direction ; to know the 
fleece turned, both wet and dry. When it is self-evident 
ihat we are to advance, advance one step more in obedi- 



ence to the Divin. 
bid. Wo must ti 
weakness, though 
I believe the la 
as well as to the i 
ain long • 



ommand. We iniiHt 
' the step, though it 



do what 1 



ly be in great 
my sncrilices must be made to take it. 
uage is applicable to this generation, 
;ient Israelites, " Yc have compassed 
nough." Arise, depart. Arise, put on 
streng'th, which is the power of Israel's God, for no weapon 
which is formed against thee shall prosper; and whoso 
raiseth up against thee in judgment thou shah condemD. 
This is not to be done by forcible measures, nor by a pro- 
fession with our lips. Our liv 
bear witness to the truth. Our 
liand with our precept. Who 
spectly, before the God of all the earth, with art unblemished 
standing and reputation among men, will not fait of re- 
ceiving the reward of the righteous. Oh ! the encourage- 
ment riiere is for every one of us to be faithful to the open- 
ings of the light of truth upon the mind. I must acknow- 
ledge as my belief that I have not reached the ultimatum of 
the requisitions of the divine mind, the ultimatum in religious 
life, for my conviction is that there is an advancement 
until the closing period of the life of man, as he is willing 
to engage in this great and noble cause — shall I call it 



raple must go band in 
walks thus circum- 



warfare ^ This warfare wc know not to be carna! ; but a 
tbe inspired and highly-gifted apostle said, " we know tbie 
warfare to be spiritual and mighty through God to the 
pulling down of every stronghold of sin and Satan." Here 
we need no carnal weapons, no coercive measures. AU^ 
that we want is to know that our own hearts are kfipl 
sweet and clean; that the light of truth enlightcr 
pathway, mailing all things manifest; that we have swepi 
carefully before our own doors before going out into thl 
world to endeavor to assist others. 

When we thus feel that we have performed all the duties 
required of us at home, we shall ofttimes feel called t 
and assist our neighbor; to take him by the hand, and i 
a friendly manner speak a word of consolation to his d&] 
pressed spirit. If we find him distressed in regard t 
pecuniary interests, if we know that we have the tr, 
without injuring ourselves or others, we shall feel callei 
on lo assist him ; remembering, however, that wc 
first be just before we are generous. Let us first aeen 
that our pecuniary circumstances are such that we wrong 
no one, and that we are not taking from those who actually 
stand in need of the necessaries of life ; then we can go to 
our embarrassed neighbor, and extend our hands and open 
our purses for his assistance. I believe that men of wealth, 
if they were under the right kind of influence, if they 
were divinely inspired to look into the condition of otheri 
in this point of view, would oftener be led to their habi- . 
tations to give aid and advice. There are many youay I 
men who are engaged in business with very little to carry I 
it on, and who are scarcely able to maintain their familiet .1 
and meet the demands which crowd upon them, I believe | 
that the truly righteous man is concerned for these, and' 
even for those that he does not know, as said that petienv 



■nn 3ub, "ihe cause ihat I knew not, 1 senrclied oul." 
B way we could serve our neighbor in a temporal as 
as a epirituftl view. If he sees that a broihei ot 
biglibor has missed his way, and has taken a retrograde 
a forward step, he will go to him, and with all 
! tenderness of a cotiipassionale father, will eay, "my 
laughter, I feel that lHou has taken a backward 
^Btend of a forward step. I believe it ia the design of thy 
It I should speak unto tljee this language: 
Stand Blill and thou wilt be favored to see the salvation 
F God.' I Bin sent to thee as a ministering angel to 
to thee the Word of Life. 1 am sent unto thee 
m Ananias was sent unto Paul," 

J?, Saul, asbe was then called, was at that lime in a most 
lerfnl dilemma. He had seen a vision from God, and had 
spoken to by Almighty power; but there being scales 
npon his eyes, he could not see the design of Providence 
in its true light, as lie afterwards saw it. He was carried 
inloasireel called Straight. Oh! have I not seen since I have 
been in Philadelphia, and even since 1 have been here, that 
some have been carried as into a street called Straight, They 
hnve therebeen in distress, asPaul was. But let them remem- 
ber what a ministering angel Ananias was unto Paul. He 
nto him and preached one of the most powerful 
H that was ever preached by human lips It was 
no studied discourse, nothing of man's contrivance in il, 
Knothing of the will of man. For it was a deep trial for 
|(.^im to go on the mission; but he was clothed upon by 
e authority. What was the sermon that he preached 1 
^Brother Saul, the Lord hath sent me, that ihou mightest 
e thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost." Was 
IS calculated tomaliea more powerful impression apon 
pis mind than all the studied ministry that could have been 



■, fightin 



i day and gene^ 
s of old, with power^ 



offered to him 1 He aiose and was baplized, and went forth 
inthepoweiof the Holy Spirit, the scales fell from his 
and he saw with clearness what it was that Infinite Wisdom 
designed him to ilo. He clearly saw that he must stand a 
ambassador for Christ before the nations; that he must si 
persecutions ; that he must endure much hardness ant 
viling, thus being a faithful soldier 
battles. 

I believe there would be many ii 
ration, clothed upon, as wa; 
were they faithful, to minister unto thos 
street ctUed Straight, In great distress, scarcely knowing 
which way to turn. My conviction is that the great Cr^ 
ntor has designed that we should make use of the mesni 
he has put into our power to gather us to the all-powerfH 
principle. 

And what is it T Wc look at it sometimes as a result — at 
effect — and not a cause. In my view it is the very cause 
It is God's love unto the children of men, universally^ 
"Gndis love, nnd they that dwell in love dwell i 
nnd he in them." It was love that caused him to se 
only begotten Son into the world, thai whosoever believei 
in him might not perish, but have everlasting life. Go4 
Elill so loves the world that he has not withdrawn his Som 
He never will withdraw him. Spiritually the Son of GoA. 
was known in man long before the appearance upon earth 
of that great and holy personage Jesus Christ. This 
maculate Lamb of God has been known since the first il 
immortal birlh was effected in any soul. Well, God is 
Love, and the first commandment in relation to spirituals of 
which we have any account is, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, mind, might and strength, nnd 
neighbor as thyself." Here we see it is a canse. We n 
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and my Fal 
and make i 
God in the 

of all Chri 



^love one another as God has loved us, who gave his Son to 
B from iniquity, and to purify unto himselfa pecD- 
liar people, zealous of good works. If we love him we will 
indments, as said the holy and blessed 
nan love me he will keep my commandments^ 
T will love him, and we will come unto him 
r abode with him." This undying love of 
uls of the children of men, is the foundatioB 
anity, for, according to the declaration of 
Scripture, which 1 have verified in my own experience, " if 
any man say he loves God, and at the eame time hate bis 
brother, the truth is not in him." I fully believe that no 
individual can love his Maker with his whole hear), mind, 
might and strength, unless hclovchisbrolher, and is willing 
to award to him the same privileges and rights that he 
claims. Unless he is willing to do this, depend upon it 
be is out of the truth, he is no follower of Christ, nor can 
he in reality say, " I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
because he liveth, I live also." No one can say this who 
has not felt the bond of truth and love, uniting every mem- 
ber of the human family closely together. All have souls 
to save equally with the Christian, and all are equally 
precious in the Divine sight. When I pass by a poor man 
of intemperate habits, lying prostrate in the street, I look 
upon him in pity, and my soul is drawn forth in solemn 
supplication to my Heavenly Father, that he may continue 
to visit and make deep impressions upon his mind, though 
he has degraded himself, bringing down the nobte facul- 
ties of his mind to (he level of a brule. He who feels this 
love to the whole human family, says, "I feel for the dis- 
tress of my poor erring brother. He is an object of pity 
and compassion. I will arise and go to bim. I will take 
him by the band and do all that is in my power to aid 
him." These desires originate from the right spirit. 



Depend upon il, our Heavenly Father is not the oiilhot I 
or evil. I can believe that he is the fountain of life, otM 
goodness ond mercy, and tenderness and compassion, huj J 
! cannot look upon him as the author of any evil, thoug'bn 
I am well oware that Scripture declaration holds forth 
this language. I consider it difl'erently from whnt many 
others do. It is there recorded, "I form the light and 
create darkness; I make peace and create evil. I, the j 
Lord, do all these things." I dnre not admit that ourj 
Heavenly Father is the author of any evil that wa] 
see in the world, for I view him as a God of Love. I 
cannot view him in any other light than as a fountain, an 
ocean of love, tenderness, mercy and compassion, I be- 
lieve that those at that time felr as we sometimes feel, that 
what we call evil, the |^cat and Holy one in his goodness 
designs as blessings. Now I believe that he gives the 
children of men time to do all that they are disposed lo do 
in this world, for I know it for* a certainly in my own 
heart, that he has given me time. This is in accordance 
with another Scripture text. He who was denominated 
the wisest man of his day and lime said, "There is a time 
for all things. A time to be 
time to plant and a lime tophi 
a time to gather stones and a 
time to love and a time lo hate 
peace." I do not believe that he 
his noble powers, and 
these things in accoidance with liis holy will, but that if he 
is disposed to act in his own will, which constittitea his 
free agency, time and opportunity are given him. He has 
given him talents which may be exercised by the power of 
reason, in going counter to the divine will, if he depends 
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tpon ihe lower power insteaiJ of tbe higher. Under the 
lower power, man can nnd will do all those evils. He may 
go lo war ; he may lalte the life of his brother ; he may lie in 
wail foe a brother, but when he submits to the higher power 
all wars and fightings cease ; he can then beat his sword into 
ia ploughshare, both internally and externally, for spiritual 
'■war may be carried on in the same spirit as external war, Id 
this state men can beat their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall no longer lift np 
sword against nation, neither shall men learn war any more, 
for there is do epirit of war la the heart. They come to 
Bee now that ihe sword shall not devonr forever. 

Oh I this spirit of love will effect every thing for ua, if 
we will only come under its direction. Where this spirit 
predominates, there is no disposition to say, "let me go 
and sweep before my neighbor's door rather than to cleanse 
my own," but hrat lo enter there and see that all is sweet 
and clean, and then go and assist ourneighbor. Were tUia 
the case, we should be found doing the work for which we 
were brought upon ihis stage of action, and what helpers 
then should we be to each other. 

We are designed for a great work. To the man who haa 
but limited capacity, it is as important that he improve 
that which is given hinn, as the individual who is possessed 
of more. The one talent is of equal magnitude to htm who 
possesGes it as the two ot five talents to their possessor, and 
it is my faith that they are equally acceptable in tbe sight of 
our Great Creator. Though the man or woman who pos- 
sesses but one talent may think that he enjoys fewer advan* 
tages than those who have mote, yet as ihey are the gift of 
Him who dispenses every blessing, they are designed for 
improvement, and these will receive tbe reward for so 
doing. But we cannot improve them withont Htsl applying 
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he source whence they originated. When 
lenla were delivered unto every man, as we see in the 
beBuliful illustratiofi and figure, it appears that those unto 
whom two and fivo talents were given, M'ent and gained 

fMbet two and five, hut he wlio had the one talent went 
lliid wrapped it in a napkin and hid it in (he earth. Now 
m I view the figure, it will apply equally to those of the 
three or five talents, for there are many of these who have 
wrapped them in a napkin. These arc ready to answer 
before the (juesiion is put, " what hast thou done with tha 
talents committed to ihy care!" their conduct loudly pro- 
claiming, " here they are. I have kept them laid by in 
a napkin." At the same time saying "I knew thou 
wast an austere man, taking up that thou hast not laid J 
down, reaping where thou hast not sown, gathering wha«|« 
thoa hast not strewn. I was afraid, and went and hid lby4 
talents in the earth. Lo I here thou hast that is 
thine." Oh ! what was the answer to him who had done 
thisl Why, an arrow darting from n bow could not 
have penetrated the heart more powerfully than the wordi 
that were spoken to this servant, "Thou wicked and' 
slothful Eorvant ! thou knew that I was an austere man, rea 
ing where I hud not sown, and gathering where I had n 
strewn. Thou oughlest to have put my money lo the ex*< 
changer, that at my coming I could have received my own 
with usury. ' Take,' said the master, 'the talent froiB 
him and give it unto him who has ten talents, for untai 
every one that hath, to him shall ho given, and he e 
have more abundantly ; but from him that hath not, shall 
be taken even that which he hath ; and lake the unprofit- 
able servant, bind him hand and foot and cast him 
into outer darkness. There shall bo weeping and gnashing J 
of teeth, for many arc called but few arc chosen.' " Whalfl 
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^^^Btich beautiful similituilcs, so illuslralivc of the course 
^^^^■aan and of the dealings of infinite goodness with him, tb 
^^^^t is sometimes wonderful that any human being, if he 
^^^" rightly concerned to look at these things, r.an be mislakeo 
regard to one iota of external testimony which is written 
the Bible or has fallen from the lips ofmen inspired of God, 

PIf we only keep our hearts with all diligence, we shall dit- 
Borerwhetherthereisany thingforus to do. Thai there are 
Sye talented men and five talented women who are not 
making use of their tolenls properly, there can be no doubt- 
How many ore there who bury their talents, who are en- 
tirely swallowed up by their desire to accumulate much aub- 
etance, supposing that gold is going to make them happy. 
All the physical powers, all the immortal energies of th< 
soul being enlisted and overwhelmed in this pursuit, it n 
literally fulfilled that this man has buried histalents in the 
earth. This is not the only way in which they may be 
I buried. They are always buried when they are not rightly 

I brought into action. If wo look into our own hearts and 

I lead in the book of human nature, we shall discover that 

I these talents arethe five menlal,organicpowersoflhe mind, 

seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling and feeling. If all these 
are rightly brought into use, if we ask for a qualification 
from him who giveth liberally and upbraideth none, we 
shall be able to go forth, as David went forth when he cast 
<Iown the great Goliah, with the five smooth stones and a 
sling. Oh ! the beauty there is in these excellent declara- 
tions and texts. I value these writings as highly as I 
believe any person in this world ought to value ihem. I 
value them, not merely because they speak of holy 
men and of the dealings of a gracious and beneficent 
Creator to the children of men, in llic day and time In 
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which they were written, but because they meet the wit- 
ness, ibe unflattering witness for God in my own breast, 
If we were concerned to read tbera in the right spirit, they 
would no longer be a sealed book, but would be opened to 
us, the seal would be removed. All that has ever been 
written by inspiration, would be unfolded in ihc visions oi 
light, and we would hU be divinely inspired, rightly to 
nndersiand and apply them to our own individual experi- 
eoce. When the highly gifted apostle was under greaX; 
tiial and sufiering, when he was persecuted on the Tigh|; 
hand and on the left, the expression of Jehovah unto hil^ 



was, "My grace is suf 
made perfect in weakm 
to turn our minds inward to the subi 
shadow, there would not be the dii 
opinions in the religiously professing 
is. The great mistake that all the 
anity — I dare not except any- — ^are maki 
are intent on the shadow and not on 
they are looking at th^ eRect and not 
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thus become as stumbling blocks in the way of honest 
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e concerned to sweep before our own doors and 
remove the rubbish from thence, I believe that a dilTereat 
day would dawn among the high professors of the Chris- 
tian name. When the Lord should bring again Zion, 
my faith is, that we should then see eye to eye, and 
the glorious day would arrive " when your sons and daugh- 
ters would prophecy, your old men would dream dreamt, 
and your young men wonld egg visions, and 
upon the servants and handmaids in those days will i 
pour out my spirit." Firmly do I believe that if w 
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turn our eyes from the sliaJow nod come more lo the sub- 
stance, from things that are visible and. tangible to ihose 
that are efernal and not scrk by the outward organ, that 
we should come into that state in which we should look 
upon tili mankind as brethren, and feel a desire to assist 



other i 



r difficullie 



trials, while passing 



through this state of probation. We Itnow that it is a state 
of trial, that we have many deep proving seasons, and if 
we make a right use of them, we shnll find them all celca- 
lated lo wean out hearts from earth, to draw us more closely 
together, and bind us as one great family with the raort 
sincere desires that all may be brought to the knowledge 
of the truth, as it is in Jesus; that all may come to know 
that God did not send his only begotten son into the world, 
in order that the few might be saved, that should come to 
the knowledge of that most excellent book called the Bi- 
ble, but that he was sent into the world that all might be 
saved, even those who havo never seen or heard of the Bi- 
ble. Not only those who dwell upon this speck of earth, 
but God has ordained that his son shall be known in all the 
unnumbered worlds that he has created in the vast ex- 
panse of illimiloble space. We can set no bounds to Om- 
nipotence, whose centre is everywhere and whose circum- 
ference is nowhere, The Psalmist expressed it, "If I 
ascend unto Heaven, thou art there ; if I make my bed in 
hell, behold thou art there ; if 1 take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me." 
The mind of the man who uses his powers rightly becomes 
according to his measure like unto Ihemind of his Creator. 
It is expanded in love to God and to all whom he has cre- 
ated. Then he can see that all are God's children and 
that Christ died for all. And how, I ask, did he die for 
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all 1. That all might come to llie knowledge of his lirtli^ 
life and death. How, iben, how did he die for them 
the einmple which he left of universal love, palieni 
bearance, meekness, charity, and all the heavenly virtues 
He bore all the persecutions of his enemies from I 
coming forth into the world to hiscspiring agonies oi 
Calvary, without returning evil for evil or railing for railinj 
When on the cross he could utter that divinely charilnhle 
prayer, "Father forgive them, for they know not what ll 
do ;" carrying out his non-resieling principle to the timi 
his crucihxiun. The same power of God that enahlcd hin 
perform every righteous act of his life, every mighty mirac^j 
enabled him to show this disposition. This is in accordai 
with his testimony, " My father worketh hitherto i 
work." Did God send his only begotten son into ' 
world to save men in sin or from sin 1 Every reflcctiqi 
mind must believe llini ii was from sin, and not in sii 
man was to be saved. by this immaculate lamb, this 
he ever to be known \ My faith i: 

n of God offered to thei( 
was like ours, a negatively 
;d that ihey should temaio 
in Ibis slate. The son of God was offered them ; gooM 
and evil was set before them, and had they accepted it «^l 
the terms laid down by Jehovah, ihey would nevi 
fallea from this condition. They would have known thjjQ 
immaculate lamb, this child born and son given, equally q 
was ever known by the man Jesus. 

What is this son of God in us ^ It is a birth in the si 
effecled by ihe union of the human and divine natures, b 
all ihe sons and daughters of the highest, who have bi 
redeemed from their own lusts and their first or fallei|j 
nature, have known this union. As certainly a 
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our first parents had the 

that we have, that their cc 
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internal, in- 
ith the diri: 
ly hope of glory. It 
parents ebould have 
before they had fallen 
h their Creator had 
r first V 



1 look the first wrong step, he 
3 death to the divine life, death 
When they discovered that thoy 
ind that they were destitute of 
: in their own wills nnd formed 
dvcs, which before they trans- 
gressed they had not felt theivont of. Do we suppose that 
Adam and Eve ever made fig leaf coverings \ I rather be- 
lieve they resorted to deception, of which the fig leaf is a 
figure. Why my friends reflect for a moment on the vast 
many high professors of Christianity, who have taken a 
wrong step, and fallen as they did, and hid themselves 
among the trees of the garden, the dispositions and propeo- 
siliea of thehumnn mind. Infinite wisdom followed them as 
imong the trees of the garden where they 
! themselves from God and their own con- 
God ever visits his children as he did our first 
parents with the dayspring from on high. Then it was spoken 
unto Adam in the cool of the day, as they walked in the gar- 
den, " Adam.Vhere art thou V I believe I can use the same 
language to individuals now present. Adam where art 
thou 1 Thou art in the garden ; thou hast got thy fig leaf 
covering about thee ; thou hast taken one wrong step ; thou 
hast discovered what thou couldst not discover before, and 
baet gone contrary to the divine will and hast discovered 
thy nakedness." Like Adam, instead of acknowledging our 
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sought to hid 



I tny nakednei 
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ourselves redeemed from all sellishnGss, from all that i^ 
high and lofty within us ; until we feel that we can dif 
nothing to advance the cause of righteousness, except ai 
we are wrought upon by the power of an endless lif»4 



Then we may advance Christ'u peaceable kingilom ofpuritjj 
of love, of joy, in the Holy Spirit. Then shall we 1 
in our own individual experience the lamb and the lion M 
lie down together ; ihen shall ive know the nature of ibf | 
leopard and the bear brought down ii 
gentleness like the lamb. When all these dispositio 
brought into subjection, God's kingdom is known to con 
and his will to be done on earth as it is done in h 
being brought in obedience to the higher power, 
exhorted by the inspired apostle," Let every soul be anbiW 
to the higher powers, for the powers that be are ordaifl 
of God." 

Friendn, if I have any mission at all from od high, ivN 
to preach deliverance to the captive, the opening of ll 
prison house to them that are bound ; it is to proclaim 4 
acceptable year of the Lord, and to apeak in the asaembHl 
of the people by the power of him who spake : 
epake. 1 believe in the voice that is siill and ai 
ia more powerful thnn the voice of m 
seven thunders should utter their voices, they w 
pare with the voice of peace that speaks to the sont, the 
voice of the teacher that cannot be removed into b comcf. 
"Thine eye," aaidlheinspired writer, "shall secihyteacbi 
and thou shalt hear n voice behind thee saying this is ibi 
walk thou in it." If we come to this great teacher n 
we shnll know him to be the great minister of the ■ 
tuary of (he true tabernacle which God haa pitched, i 
not man. We shall love one another, and have cbariljr ■ 
forbcnranco towards one another. Then with awful pre 
tion ofaoul will the angelic anthem arise untoGod,"Glor) 
God in the higheal, on earth peace and good will lom«l 
Can the true Christian go (o war 1 The weapon* of ll 
warfare are all apiritua), and he in so far from reqniri 
any outward weapon, and doing what nome of ihr dis 



did, contrary to the command of the Holy Jesus, that h«^ 
cannot even rnise a roice that is like uDto a carnal weapon^ 
Carnal weflpons may be used by raising the voice, by %m 
look or a thought, I want us to fee! clothed with that spiril J 
which gave forih the glorious anthem. We shall then c 
sider all as our friends, and gather to the one great unioi 
love in our owa breasts. Then we shall be disposed, indced^fl 
to bury the battle-axe and scalping knife under the tree off 
peace, and sit down harmoniously under ita branches. Thea 



•we shall be willing to bear all thi 
love one another, to pray for on 
powerto promote the spiritual 



igs, and hope all things, to 

another, and do all in our 

d temporal welfareof each 

, we shall feel God to be 

our rightly gathered assem- 

n to manifest himself in oovfl 

jread of eternal life, fl 

utce, and IbDn proceeded ki foIli>«ri:J^ 

this meeting that some may 
ort you not to judge of it 



other. When we meet togethi 
the crown, the diadem of all o 
blies, and we shall know him 
midst by the breaking of the bi 
[Hcreihe speakei g«t down ■ fcwiainu 

ir I have said anythin 
not understand, I would 
hastily. Perhaps at sons 
clearly than I have been able loopen it at this time. Some- 
times, froiTi the abundance of openings (hat I feel, I cannot 
illustrate Scripture texts as fully as they oitghi to be to the 
understandings of all; but there is a teacher within yoa ' 
greater than any without, to whom I v 
strumental means are often made use of, but they are tiam 
intended lo draw us to the teacher in the heart. 
all engaged in the same pilgrimage, desiring lo arrive I 
the same blessed spot. We can never enter the pathwajj 
thereto till we receive power from on high. 
path cast up for the ransomed and redeemed of the Lord 
to walk in. Here nothing of the imagination or contrivanfll 
or man can come, as the inspired writer said : Tbe vid 
ture's eye hath not seen it, nor the lion's whelp trodd* 




'e ; neither lialh the fierce lion passed ihereby, but there 
glorious Lord is unlo all those who are willing to tvilk 
I 03 a place of broad rivers and slceama that flow im- 
roediaiely from God's right hand ; even the River of Life 
that John the Evangelist saw issuing fronn the throne ol 
God and the Lamb. He showed me the power of the 
Holy Spirit clear us crystal, proceeding from the ihroneof 
God and the Lamb, and it is the river in which we ire 
wont to bathe. Oh! may vre all come home to it, Thsl 
the good resolutions that have been formed this day maj 

|%e kept, is my ardent prayer. What would I not do to 
fcdvance one solitary soul, who feels ready at times tOMf, 
By condition ia hidden from all the world ; I feel myself 8i 
B sparrow alone upon the house top. 1 feel bound in ibe 
lave of the gospel to thee, for thou hast an immortal mhI 
Ito be saved. It is thy God who has made this impreGswn 
npon thee. Begin thy work; .set out on thy pilgrimage, 
nnd there will bo those like unto Ananias sent unto thee, 
whoever thou art. 

Let us remember that a momentous time will soon arrirc^ 

when the pale messenger of death will be sent to sumnoD 

ns, and whether we are prepared or unprepared, he will not 

bedenied. How short is humaolifel To-day we arehere,lO- 

lay be gone forever. How important then that every 

t of our precious time be devoted to Christ, to un- 

^^B derstanding the design of our Creator, to working out out 

^^^^Mwn soul's salvation while here, that wiien the summoos 

^^^feomes we may receive it with joy and not with grief; tlut 

E we may say with the inspired apostle, "I have fought tbe 

good light, I have finished my course, I have kept ibo 

faith; henceforth there is laid up for me an immortat 

tfirown, a crown of righteousness, which the Lord 

Righteous Judge, shall give me at that day, and not ta 

nly, bat to all them also that love his appearing. 
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[EL W. BiHKKR, AT CHEaBY StSEET MeETIKO, 

V ArTKnMQON, Fifth momtii 20, 184B, 



'fhe Scripture text thai presented itself to my t 



( soon after takin 
recorded in thai 
to Jesus leavitin 
troubled; ye hi 
Father's house 
would have told yo 






that 



cla 



, there 



;el!ent book 

disciples: "Let m 
e in God, believe a\: 

mmiy mansions; if 
I go to prepan 



the 



ic. In 1 



» place for yoo, 



In V 



' ihib 



subject, I have been led ti 
the Christian name were 
Scripture text, eeelcing a 
that spirit that ever gave 
able for doctrine, it, as we 
excellent writings that 



J believe that if the professors of 
concerned rightJy lo view this 
t the same time for a portion of 
forth all Scripture that is profit- 
1] as every other portion of ibese 
by inspiration, 



would be expounded to us. We should not go to men or 
to books, in order that the Scripture might be expounded, 
for as we sought to Him who gave them forth, they would 
be opened in the visions of light, and we should find that 
there was no necessity for us to allow our hearts to be 
troubled on this or any other account, but we should feel 



no anxiety about anything. My fail! 
Christian, not only the believer in Chri 



is, that the true 
, but the doer of 



his worJ, i 


anxioi 


s for nothing 


; he feels 


hisrr 


illd COB- 


posed unde 


the most Irving circ 


urastanccs 


and 


nail tin 


vicissitudes 


of life 


n-itU which he 


may mee 


. Su 


chistit 


patient res 


gnalion 


to the Divine 


Will, tha 




iihslanJ- 


ing there 


nay be 


wars and run 


ors of w 


rs a 


lOUg » 


tions, amid 


all the 


difficulties n 


hich oecu 


r ia 


eigbbw 


hoDds and a 


SEociali 


ns, " that soul isUcpt ir 


perfect peta, 


whose in in 


i is sla 


id on God." 


Again, " 


mark 


thM«« 


■tnan and behold the 


perfect man 


for the e 


d of that nuD 


is peace." 


Hebel 


eves thai ther 


aia no necessity 


for \m 


to be vexed 


or trou 


bled on accou 


nl of Ihes 


B Ibin 


gs. H. 



R, feels it confirmed to I 
«in Christ, if he beli 
tat the highest mansi 
[thing that has been n 
'■and therefore in cah 



soul. 
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is understanding, that if he believn I 
^ves in God, he shall at last amn ] 
n. He is as sure of this, as of any- 
ide perceptible to his outward visloo, I 
iness and quietude be possesses hli 
iccls bound ia spirit, prostrated in soul, t 
the wiekedness thot is in the world ; bu 
it regards himself, he is at peace with his Maker, for, re- 
lying upon his all-wise Providence, he believes that neilhn 
lieights nor depths, principalities nor powers, will ever be 
able to separate him from the love of God, which U in 
Christ Jesus. 

However desirable this etate may be, and many have 
attained it, it is a state that is not to be arrived ut in ttie 
will and in the wisdom of the creature. Though wo 
should set about performing all the good acts that we might 
suppose we are called to in the world ; though Ave should 
uiaUc an cflbrt to reform ihe world, and do all in our 
pirit, after all, this liinguago 
who hath required this at your 
llring no more vain oblaiiobs; 



power, m and unuer I 
would he spoken unto 



23 

kttcense is an abomlnalion unlo me; ihe new tnoons nnd 
labbaths, the calling of assenibliea, I cannot away with," As 
fit is llic higher power which is to govern all, even this noblo 
mcnlly reason, whicii is the lower power, if we do all this 
pnder this lower power, the language will be unlo us, 
rThis is not the fast I have chosen, to bow down the head 
bike a bulrush; but the fast I have chosen that shall find 
fccceptnnce with me upon mine holy altar, is to undo the 
rlieavy burdens and let the oppressed go free, and that ye 
break every j'oke; to deal thy bread to the hungry and 
'Bring the poor that are cast out to thine house ; when ihou 
seest the naked that thou cover him, and that thou hide 
■not thyself from thine own flesh. Then shall thy light 
lireak forth as the marnitig, and thy health shall spring 
forth speedily, and thy righteousness shall go before thee." 
Kow, I am a firm believer in this doctrine. But what is . 
this fast which the great Jehovah hath chosen ■? Do wo 
'suppose that it can be attained to by nil that cnn be done 
in our own wisdom, under the direction of the lower 
powerl Never ; no, never. Infinite Wisdom has reserved 
'this unto himself, and it is only by the unfoldings of his 
will that we come to know what he has ordained for us. 
In order to know this to a certainly, we must come 
down from every thing that is high and lofty in the 
imagination of the creature, even though we might see 
that there is much evil in the world; and we are 
called upon to act, for we are all undoubtedly called lo 
action. But we must let the great and Holy One, who 
'has put us forth, paint out whore and how we are to go, 
when and how ire are lo speak. In the same hour the 
Holy Spirit will icach its all that we are to say and do, as 
we come under the guidance of this higher power. If 
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set about doing this great work in our own wills 
wisdom, instead of effecting our object we shall only lie di 
in sorrow. 

I am a full believer that motive and action are the tm 
^eat cardinal points by which the whole human fansily an 
governed ; but we must first wait to know what the fast is tha 
our great Creator has chosen. We must feel that we are ac 

luntable unto him who has made us, and who in his lorini 

ndneas has given us to see that we have not madeo urselve^ 
[«nd that it is out of our power fo do anything to advance 
ourselves in the highway of holiness. Then will he make 
known unto us what his will ia. He will show ua tha 
fast he has chosen is a fast from all that we may attempt to 
.do in our own will and wisdom, under the influence of reaioD, 
independent of this higher power. "The powers that be 
^e ordained of God, and whosoever reaisteth the power, n? 
aisteth the ordinance of God." I fully believe that thii 
higher power is " the grace of God that bringeth salvation, 
teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly Iusti,Wf 
should live soberly, righteously and godly in ihia preseat 
world." We find that this fast which we are to observe u 
□ot a fast of bread and water, not such as we see ofttiinei 
proclaimed in the public prints, that on such a day there ia 
to be thanksgiving, fasting and prayer. This may all be done 
under the influence of the lower power, while the higher 
j»wer, which infinite wisdom haa ordained to govern all, 
,vill have had nothing to do with it. 

Where are the heavy burdens which this fast is to undo ! 
It is true that many of them are in the outward, but many, 
too, are in the soul. The heaviest burden I have ever known 
was in my own breast. I have never known any oppressioa 
that would compare with menial oppression. Yet I deplon 
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B oppression in this highly-favored land, An; 
tf every other land. My faith is, that if we come to kn( 
this fast, we shall loose every hand of wickednt 
own breasts, for there is the immorlal babe of life in out 
own souls, that is borne down as a cart under sheavei'^ 
there is an immortal birth that is groaning so that Hi 
groans cannot be uttered. We shall be willing to take n^ 
our cross daily, and become child-like followers of Chril 
Jesus, the lamb of God within every one of us, al&in fro); 
the foundation of the world. 

Our time here is short. Though time ilself will n 
end ; though it will go on through the vast ages of eternity, 
we shall soon go the way of all the earth ; the eyes thk 
now see us will soon see us no more. How important 
then, that we should reflect upon our latter end, and atlenl 
to this injunction, "Let not your hearts be troubled, neith^ 
be ye afraid ; ye believe in God, believe also in me. It 
my Father's house are many mansions. If it were not a^ 
I should have told you." When we have come to kno' 
the Great and Holy One to be our guide, when we hav 
loosed these bands of wickedness, and the heavy burden 
have all been undone, and the oppressed have gone free^J 
and every yoke is broken, what hai-e we to fear, thougwt 
there be wars and rumors of warsl Here is a state of 
preparation in the heart and soul ; here is true vital reli^ 
gion— the religion of Jesus Christ. Do we suppose thap 
an individual who is brought into this state is wil1in_ 
bind a burden, either physical, mental or spiritual, of* 
even to allow that such oppression can he right, that h 
himself unwilling to touch with one of bis fingers 1 No; 
for feeling his own soul released from thraldom, feelinj 
that he no longer hugs the chain with which he has bee) 
boQnd, his soul is expanded in love, not only to God Stfl 
preme, but to the whole human family. 




L It waa tliis principle of love thttt influenced every motive 
^und action of the Holy Jesus. He who is under ile in 
ence is prepared to dwell on high ; his place of defence ti 
the muaitions of rocka. He can feel no longer the spirit 
I of oppression in bis awn heart, for all this is wrong in thi 
ight of his Creator, and in his own sight, for he can sajr 
brith the Holy Jesus, "I and my Father are one." Heis 
* tben, arises this glorious language, " Who can dwell with 
devouring fire^ Who can endure everlasting burningsl 
He that walketh righteously, and spoakcth uprightly j he 
that despiseth the gain of oppression, that shaketh his hands 
from the holding of bribes, that sloppeth his ears from the 
hearing of blood, and sbuttelh his eyes from seeing of 
evil: He it is that shall dwell on high; his place of 
defence shall be the munitions of rocks; bread ahftll 
be given hiraj his water shall he sure." " Thiae 
eye," said the inspired writer, "shall see the king in his 
beauty : thou shall hehold the land that is very far ofl"." 
In this state, no one has cause for trouble, though he sees 
much oppression in the land, and much that would influence 
good men, even christian men and women, to act. There 
ia much that we may rightly do under divine authority. 
If we feel that the work into which we are called has a 
tendency to do good, and to do no harm, and if we feel 
rightly called to it ; if we look at the motive and action, 
and find they have the divine sanction, my soul says, go 
forth in it< But let us wait for the divine command, being 
assured that our great Creator has not left the soul of man 
without a witness, and that if we will but apply to Him, 
he will direct us aright in all things, not only in relation 
to things of a spiritual nature, but in the course we should 
pursue in all our concerns in life. It is helievcd by some 
that there is no necessity of waiting for Divine revelation, 
in performing a moral action j but does not every good 




27 



nootlist know BomeLhing of the operation of the power of 
iTuth upon bis mind, and that it ie entirely cauaistent fot 
lira to look well to the cause from which this niotivd 
(rises ; for as action ia to be the result, every action must 
dave its motive. The simplest act we do, even the 
raising of a hand is not without a motive. Therefore, 
when we teel as if there is much to he done, and that we 
can engage in it to advantage, let us wait until we are put 
forth, and never act independently of this higher power. 
If we are actuated by the Holy Spirit, we are not only 
true moralists, but true christians; and, as I view it, no 
man can be strictly a good moralist, who has not known 
something of this spiritual operation. 1 am well aware 
that there -is much that passes for morality that is not 
eSected in this way, but I believe it cannot be rightly 
efTected. I have no idea that our Great Creator ever de- 
signed, in bringing man into existence, that he should act 
independently of himself, but that he should ask of him, and 
he would give him direction that will enable him to do 
every good word and work, not only to the honor and glory 
of Him who is the great giver of every good and perfect • 
gift, hut to the promotion of his cause, of our own peace 
and happiness, and the attainment of that calmnesB and 
tranquility of mind that is so desirable to every oae of us. 
"We shall discover, moreover, that while we are performing 
his will, we are making our fellow creatures happy. We 
may do much while standing still and wailing to be 
put forth, to advance the great cause of truth and right- 
eousness in the earth. We must be as empty vessels ready 
to be filled by the Lord's hand. We may derive mnch 
instruction from the account given of the marriage in Cana 
of Galilee, when it was found that they had no wine, and 
information being given to Jesns, he commanded the empty 
water pots to be filled, and they filled them to the brim. 
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Now snppoae that they had alread}^ been filled, as we oft- 
times 611 ourselves up by our good works, by what is done 
in the will and wisdom of the creature, would there b»w% 
been any room for that whtoh Jesus commandedl I have 
no idea that the water would have turned to wioe. But 
we find, that the command being obeyed, a mighty miracle 
was performed by the Holy Jesus. It was through the 
power of his Father, for according to the testimony, 
"my Father worketh hitherto and I work," as he never 
acted independently of hia Father. Ii does not appear 
that any chemical process took plitce in the water that was 
turned into wine; there was nothing' of the contrivance of 
man in it, for they knew not wha! was to be done. After 
this had been done, be commanded them to draw out ibe 
wine and hear it to the governor of the feast. They drew 
it and hore it to him, and when he tasted it, he said unto 
the bridegroom, "'every man at the beginning' doth set 
forth good wine, and when men have well drank, then 
that which is inferior, hut thou hast reserved the good wine 
until now." I believe this is a powerful illustration to be 
applied spiritually. Do we not find among the professors 
of Christianity, among all sects and denominations, without 
exception, a vast amount of filliiio; up, prematurely, before 
the command has been given, being the result of creaturely 
activity 1 Owing to a great desire that a miracle mny be 
wrought, we fill ourselves up, and then desire a blessing; 
but a blessing will never come upon our labors, because 
God has designed in ourercsiion that we should do nothing 
of ourselves, but look to him for aid in ell that we put our 
hands unto. We cannot think a good thought or perform 
a good action ouly as we apply to him. When I look over 
the professors of Christianity and discover the great 
amount there is of inconsistency and will worship, with a 
desire to be called by the name of Christ, I ana ready to 



say, "Oh, vnin and inconsistent world! alas for 
Christendom ! Why is it that we are not more concerned 
to apply our hearts unto wisdom 1 Why is it that we art 
not more alive to our best intcresiB, and with much lont- 
liness seek in the inmost recesses of our souU for the im^ 
mortal babe of life, who is groaning in expiring agoniefl 
nnder oppression, by high professors, many of these being 
his betrayers and murderers!" We shall never realizB 
the blessing of the everlasting' hills to rest upon us, vn 
shall never know the dew of Hermon, the dew that de- 
scended upon the mountain of Zion, where the Lord com- 
manded a blessing, even life forevermore, until we are wil- 
ling to become divested of ourselves, even as empty ves"- 
acis, and know thai there is nothing of our own wills to b* 
accomplished except as they are brought in strict Eiibmi>< 
ston to the divine will. Then will the windows of heavs^ 
be opened, ond a blessing be poured into the hearts al 
all, until there is not room to receive It. Wherever there 
is such a one, though he may be in loneliness, he is a true^ 
memberof the church of Christ, of Christ's militant ohurcln 
on earth. 

We may now clearly discover that it ia not a mere pro- 
fession of holiness, but practical righteousness, which wiU 
prepare out minds to come into that state in which 
have no cause ta be troubled. Believing in God, we believe 
also in his Son Jesua Christ, aivd are fully satisfied that in 
his house are many mansions. What now did he intend 
to convey by this, " In my father's house are ma 
sions: if it were not so, I wauld have told you. I go t» 
prepare a. place- far you, that where I am there ye may be 
also" 1 What are these mansions'). My faith is that 
they are to bo known on earth ; that if we ever witness 
entrance into the house of God, the place or state wher* 
3» 



his honor dwelleth, wo must know that slate in thie world. 
The first mansion is an entrance into the first stal 
obedience. The disciples could never have reached tbt 
highest mansion while Jesus remained with theoi, and 
tliey looked upon him as they did. While he was vilb 
them, be was a complete treil, and they coittd not paietrtlc 
this veil until be was removed, or they had arrired at i 
tnore perfect state or higher mansion. Therefore it « 
that he told them, " It ia expedient for you that I go away; 
for if I go not away, the comforter will not come ; but if 1 
go away 1 will pray the Father and he will send yon an- 
other comforter, even the spirit of truth, which shall abide 
■with yon forever, whom the world cannot receive." But 
these sayings of Jesua cannot be understood by the wtsdoin 
of the world or lower power. But here there is a high« 
meiining than any mere outward mansions, or any appli- 
cation of them to another state of existence. The devo- 
tional soul is given to see their true meaning — they know 
these mansions — they know the first, second and third 
heaven, to use the language of the apostles, according Xo 
their faithfulness. The disciples had gone no farther thou 
the first mansion ; for when Jesus told Peter, on a ceTtaia 
occasion, what should become of bim in his last days, how 
he should sudor much from his enemies, and at last ba 
crucihed — that a trying time was approaching; he DM 
being able to see with, or believe what his Master told 
him, was incredulous, even rebuking him, saying, " bo it 
far from thee, Lord ^ this shall not be unto thee." Tlien 
Jesus turned unto him, saying, "Get thee behind me 
Satan ; thou art an oflence unto me, fo* thou savoresl not 
the things that be of God, hut those that are of men." It i* 
clear and self-evident, from ibis one instance, that thejr 
were not in a state fitted for the highest mansion; tbM 
while he was wiih them, they looked entirely (o bim far 




[f^l rection, although they believed in his mission and 
^Mhret of God. But after he had left them altogether, aadl 
^H^'iemoved from their sight, much that he had previausly- 
HSld them was brought to mind. They no doubt saw in 
spiritual vjeion the moaning of that which to them had 
been a mystery, that it was expedient for them that he 
should go away, be, in his Father's house there ate many 
Vmeions; that he must go to prepare a place for them.. 
iC'W&s after his Dsceneion, when they could no longer loolc 
to any leader but the spirit of truth, that they held the- 
most powerful meeting they erer h^d, on the day of Penl^ 
cost. They were very desirous to retain him with them, bt;t 
he knew that it was e;ipedieiil that he should carry ou» 
the doctrine which he bad promulgated from his first com- 
ing forth into the world, ihe doctrine of pure non-retist-- 
ance. He knew that he would have to suffer, ihat the chief 
priests and Scribes would oifer the thirty pieces af silver 
to Judas, and that he would betray him. Jeeus knowing 
this, knew also that it was in accordance with the divine 
will thai this principle should be carried out to the last 
raoment of hie life, and that if he failed in a single iota^ 
the design of Omnipotence concerning him would hav& 
been entirely changed. 

" God so loved the worM that h» gave his only begotten 
son, sent htm as a light in the world, (hat whoioever be-, 
lieved on him should not perish but haye everlasting life."' 
This son of God is the same now as he ever was. Jesus- 
Cbrtst is this son of God in others as he was in him, and. 
bence it was that he could tell his disciples that if they 
were faithful they should do greater works than he had' 
done. What were these greater works which they were- 
to do. According to the view which I take of this Scrip-- 
litre passage, as that holy and blessed personage Jesos 
performed outward miracles, as he healed the bodies of 
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I the sick, as he cleansed the lepers nnd raised the dead, « 
Lkis disciples were to be made instruments in the hand of 
I Almighty God in performing spirilua! miracles Most t( 
liliis miracles were outward, but beautifully figurative of 
1 Uiraeles to be effected internally and spiritually. 

After his ileparture tliey left the first mansion, bntH 
ras through the same power which had enabled him U 
[auffet crucitiKion on Calvary's mount, and at the bbdm 
I time to pray for his enemies. It was after they had ben 
I elevated to the second mnnsion that ihey held that powe^ 
Wul meeting, of which 1 have spoken, on the day of Penis' 
I cost, but there was a higher destiny assigned them ; tbef 
' were to reach a higher state than this, for they like many 
olhers of the professors of Christianity, bad their preJB- 
dices. We see this in the test relative to Peter's visiM 
when he went up into the house top to pray, and seeinj^i 
great sheet let down from Heaven to the earth. He bad 
not yet arrived at the third mansion, for he was not wilb- 
out his prejudices, thinking that the Jews and Gentilei 
should not be on friendly, terms not even admitting thai tit 
gospel should he preached unto other nations as tathe JeiMi 
Sa may it he with us. We may look upon some as not U 
good as ourselves, that we are alone the peculiar objects 
of dirine regard. When Peter went up. on the house lop 
to. pray, the great and holy one made use of means In con- 
vince him of his error. While there, he fell into a trance 
And saw ft sheet let dawn from heaven, knit at the £oai 
corners wherein were all manner of four<footed beasts of 
the earth, and wild beasla, and creepiag things, and fowls of 
the air. And there came a voice unto him, saying "Rise 
Peter; kill aad eat." But he answered, "Not ao Lord) 
Cor I have never eaten anything that is common or qd- 
clean." But the voice spake unto him " what God hath 
cleutsed oall not thou common or uuclean." This was 
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done thrice, and the vessel was latsed up again into hearen. 
This is a lesson that we may all take and bo instiucted. 
X Btu willing to take my part in it, for, whether I kno' 
«JT not, there may bo some prejudioe about me. If there 
S», 1 wish to be divested of it, for my conviction is that 
Tre must lay aside all prejudice before we can enter the 
tiigbest mansion, ihe third heaven. Peter was now con- 
disced that God had extended his love and mercy to the 
■Gentile world as well as to hia own nation; that they 
were as much the objects of his peculiar regard as his < 
people; that it was not right in the divine sight ihat he 
flbould call any nation common or unclean. He saw that 
be must go among them, and that through his instrumen* 
tality, by the same power that had opened to him tho^ 
vision, much good would be effected, for although he haft 
been in doubt as to the meaning of the vision, all was ao(}% 
opened in much clearness, he being informed that certain, 
persons desired an interview with him, on hearing theiW 
errand lie immediately repaired thither and found a good 
man, even Cornelius, waiting to hear the words that should 
fall from bis lips. I want us all to remember the acknow- 
ledgement which he, Peler fell constrained to make, 
perceive noiv," saidhe, "of atruth that God is no respecter 
of persons, but in every nation they that love him (I have felt 
it right to use the word love rather than fear,) and w 
righteousness shall be accepted of him. Now this is 
faitb, and I trust it is the faith of every Christian. Is it not 
clear to the underatandingof all, that a higher mansion waa 
now entered by Peter, ull prejudice being laid aside, ah ighef 
dispensation was meted out unto him, and so it will be with 
us — and with all who believe in God, and his son born in- 
them, not suffering their hearts to he carefnl, and troti^ 
bled about many things to the neglect of the one thinj 
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ueedful. I believe theie are true devoted Cbriatiana ia 
Bcvery society under heaven, and that our great Creator ii 
worshipped as Jehovah, Jove or Lord where the Bible hai 
■ been seen. My faith is that the Great and Eternal 
ROne has not confined his power to a few nations of people 
Viivho have the Bihie. 1 love the Bible: I vntue its contend 
Bcaore than ail other books, and would rather part with all 
kotherE than with it. But the Bible is not a cause but the 
Pcffect of a cause upon the minds of holy men in olden 
■ (ime, who wrote as ihey were moved and inspired of God. 
Of tA\ scripture that was ever given forth by inspiration, 
every word is profitable for doctrine, for iostruclion in 
righteousness. But 1 am fully of the mind that the spirit 
of God within ua is capable of trying all things, even tb« 
deep things of God, and will make manifest all that wm 
ever written by inspiration, all that was ever preached by 
inspiration, and the revelation of God. When we come to 
thia spirit, we feel, indeed that the whole human family 
are our brothers and sisters, children of the one Great 
Universal Father ; we love all, we feel for all, for we know 
BS Peter knew, that God ia no respecter of persons. When 
ve come into this state, wc are made instruments io tlw 
Divine hand unto others for good, we having laid aside 
all our prejudices, and entered within the veil, having 
witnessed each gradation in advancement from one man- 
sion to another. 

Oh my friends, for I feel you all as such, 1 feel the 
bowels of tender compassion to yearn towards every 
being in thia house ; your heavenly Father loves you and 
has indei'd planted in every one of your breasts, a desire 
for eternal life. It is a high destination that he has 
ordained for every one of your souls ; it is at last to arrive 
at the third heaven, as the highest mansion, even where 
God dwelleth, to be in God's house as honorable vessels, 
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BS pillars standing erect that shall go no mote out. Oh! that 
we could all come to understand these thinga for ourselvca^ 
then our hearts would not be troubled as the; 
but believing in God, we should believe in the immortal 
son of God, brought forth is the breast ( 
believer in.Christ, we should come to know the child born^ 
the son given, whose name is called, Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Pri 
Peace. Oh ! could we but come to this, how societies of 
people would love one another, bow wars and fightings 
would cease among nations; sworda would be beaten i. 
ploughshares, and spears into pruning hooks; nation 
would no longer lift up sword against nation, neither 
would the people learn war any more, and that glorious 
day would dawn in our land in which the heavy burdenf 
in the outward would be undone ; those would be loosed 
who are now shackled ; those who are in bonds would be 
set free, and there would be rejoicing on every hand, yvM 
the little hills would rejoice on every side, for havlnff 
thrown off the inward and spiritual burdens, we would undo 
the heavy burdens in the outward, and let the poor op-' 
pressed Ethiopian race go free ; then would we deal ou< 
bread to the hungry, and bring the poor which are 
cast out into our houses, or prepare a place for them 
we should do all in our power to relieve the distresses of 
others; we should fulfil every jot and tittle of the Divine 
law, which was shown in the account of the g-ood Samarilan. 
This parable is a most excellent lesson, which, if we are 
willing to apply to ourselves, will introduce our immortal 
iiainds with all the energies we possess into the third 
heaven, where we shall hear many things uttered which 
are not lawful for men to utter who have not witnessed 
this state or entered into the highest mansion. I want bI1| 
o( us to apply these things to ourselves and profit by them^ 
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thai it is the design of our Great Creator t« 

It felt to me on sitting down thai there was a canopy 
U8, and ihat the power of God was prese 

s on the day of Penlecost, if we are oiiiy williDg 
3Come little, and suffer the two great cardinal poJnti, 

ind action to be directed by ihe Great Creator of »1L 
jlhen do I believe that we should realize for ourselves oft- 
kjiines when we meet together, that God is in our laidit, 
|hat he manifestB himself to be with uii by the breaking of 
iad of life ; we should feel that he is the crown and 
diadem of all rightly gathered assemblies. When meet- 
ing thus together we shall all be benefitted ; may we 
be disposed to set new resolutions ; may we cndeavi 
much lowliness, in abasedness of self, in entire emptineu, 
to wait until he is pleased to lill us with his holy spiril. 
Then will the blessing of heaven rest upon our labors, for 
he is a God hearing prayer. We shall oft tiniea fee! 
drawn forth in fervent supplication, and know that we can 
only pray as the spirit giveth utterance, and we can never 
truly adopt the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, 
unless we are in a slate of love to all mankind. After 
this manner said he, pray ye! Our Father who art ia 
heaven hallowed he thy name ; thy kingdom come ; ihy 
wiil be done in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. Leave us not in temptation (I prefer the word leav«, 
for I cannot believe our Almighty Father would lead us 
into temptation,) but deliver us from evil, for ibine is tfa« 
kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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